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Georgia COVID-19 Hotline
1-844-442-2681

What has the Federal government done?
3/12 – Federal Reserve injects $1.5 trillion into financial system
3/13 – President declares no interest on student loans during crisis/ national emergency
3/15 – Federal Reserve cuts interest rates to near zero, injects $700 billion
3/18 – $100 billion relief bill passed that had provisions for emergency paid leave for employees at
large companies, expanded unemployment insurance, and free testing
3/20 – President invokes Defense Production Act, giving him ability to mandate companies to produce
and manufacture certain things (e.g., medical masks, ventilators).

PROSPECTIVE STIMULUS

• Congress working on $2 trillion stimulus bill, not yet ratified as of 3/23
• Checks to be sent directly to you:
• $500 for most children
• $600-1,200 per individual ($1,200 for those with incomes below $75,000)
• $500 billion lending program for businesses, cities, and states
• $350 billion to help small businesses with personnel costs
• $50 billion in aid to airlines

What has State government done?
• The Georgia Department of Driver Services will give extensions for driver’s
licenses and state identification cards that expire between now and June 30.
On March 16, Governor Kemp was granted emergency powers by the General
Assembly. To date, he has used these powers to:
• Close all school systems through the end of the March
• Issue a “shelter in place” order to people living in long-term care facilities,
those exposed to the virus, or residents with compromised immune systems
(effective through April 6th)
• Shut down bars and nightclubs for 14 days
• Ban gatherings of 10+ people unless 6-feet separation at all times.

What has the City done?
• Stay-at-Home Order in effect now until April 6.
• Everyone must stay home unless going to grocery store, healthcare, picking up food, outdoor
exercise (w/ social distancing), anything for health and safety of family.
• Only essential businesses can remain open:
• Healthcare
• Grocery stores/farmer’s markets
• Hotels
• Media
• Gas stations/auto repair
• Banks
• Hardware stores
• Plumbers, electricians, HVAC, etc. for safe sanitary building operation needs
• USPS/UPS/FedEx, etc.
• Dry cleaner/Laundromats
• Schools…for distance learning
• Restaurants…for carry out/delivery
• Childcare
• Professional service firms

What has the City done?
• NO PUBLIC GATHERINGS OF 50+ PEOPLE
• OPEN: Playgrounds and sports facilities
• CLOSED
• Bars, nightclubs, fitness centers, movie theaters, live performance venues, bowling alleys,
arcades, and private social clubs
• NO DINE-IN EATING:
• Take-out and delivery only
• *Alcohol is permissible by take-out (but cannot be delivered via delivery services)
• Temporary moratorium on evictions
• Halted termination of water services for 60 days, effective 3/11
• $7M Emergency Fund
• Child food programs ($1m), senior food programs ($1m), homeless preparedness ($1m), small
business continuity ($1.5m), technology for city workers to telework ($1m), assistance for hourly
wage earners at businesses contracted with the city ($1.5m)
• Annual business license renewal deadline postponed from April 1 to June 1.

What I’ve heard from small businesses
• Need immediate relief to stay in business and keep
employees, especially restaurants/bars
• Desire to see the following delayed:
• Sales tax collection
• Liquor license fees
• Business license fees

What I’ve heard from hotels
• Occupancy rates have dropped into single digits
• Many hoteliers are hanging on by a thread or contemplating temporary
closure
• Desire to be included in the “essential business” category, at the local
level (Athens, GA) and state level
• Some are open to rooms being used for emergency
• GHLA is assembling a database of willing Georgia properties that could
assist in meeting the demand for housing capacity during the pandemic:
COVID-19 Hotel Lease Volunteer Form
• Questions?
• Howard Franklin - Executive Director, Atlanta Hotel
Council, h.franklin@ghla.net

What resources are available to small businesses?
• Federal Small Business
Administration Loans
• https://disasterloan.sba.
gov/ela/
• As a small business or
private non-profit
organization you may
borrow up to $2 million
for Economic Injury.
• 2-4 week process.

What resources are available to small businesses?
• Invest Atlanta

• Business Continuity Loan
Fund
• https://www.investatlanta.co
m/business-continuity-loanfund
• Basic loan terms:
•
•
•
•

0% interest
6-12 month deferment
5-year payment term
Range of loans: $5,000$30,000.

What resources are available to small businesses?
• GA Department of Labor
• Unemployment Claims: GA mandates that employers file
partial claims online on behalf of their full and part-time
employees who work less than full-time due to a partial or
total company shutdown caused by the COVID-19 emergency.
• https://dol.georgia.gov/gdol-covid-19-information
• Good set of FAQs

THANK YOU.
Take care of yourselves.
Georgia COVID-19 Hotline
1-844-442-2681
arfarokhi@atlantaga.gov
404-330-6038

